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"Artist’s renderings of the University of Maryland, Baltimore’s West Lexington Street Corridor
project’s housing/retail towers."
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“It’s a once-in-a-generation opportunity,” says Dr. Bruce Jarrell, president
of the University of Maryland, Baltimore (UMB). “We think of it as a ‘College
Town,’ an area where young people and older people want to live together.

They will put feet on the street and bring a lot of energy to this part of the city.”

The “College Town” Jarrell envisions is well on its way to becoming reality

all along West Lexington Street, between Greene Street and Martin Luther
King Jr. Boulevard in West Baltimore. In March, the Maryland Board of Public
Works gave the final green light to the West Lexington Street Corridor plan.
The $263 million project will convert two surface-level parking lots and

the Hope Lodge — which is moving across the street — into two mixed-use
towers with 1,300 new beds of market-rate rental housing and 25,000 square

feet of retail space on the north end of UMB’s campus.

Fueled almost entirely by private funding, the plan also includes renovating
historic row homes and building a recreation complex with indoor and

outdoor spaces where the community can gather and socialize.

It’s all part of a larger plan — UMB’s Vibrancy Initiative — that hopes to bring
a renewed sense of energy and excitement to the area and strengthen ties

to the surrounding community.

“When you talk about students and you talk about faculty, they’re the model
of inquisitiveness. They’re coming here to learn. You can’t learn from a
community that's not vibrant,” says Dr. Roger Ward, UMB’s Provost and
Executive Vice President. “The learning doesn’t just happen in the classroom.
It happens on campus. It happens in the community. And if you're not part

of a vibrant community, your learning is not as rich as it could be.”

Ward and Jarrell think there’s plenty of reason to expect that after UMB



builds it, they will come. The project is a few blocks away from Oriole Park at
Camden Yards, M&T Bank Stadium, CFG Bank Arena, the Everyman Theatre,
and the Hippodrome Theatre.

“Where can you live where you’ve got a Broadway theater?” Jarrell says.
“You’'ve got major professional baseball and football teams. You're going

to have a rejuvenated Inner Harbor and a vibrant downtown.”

Even before ground is broken in 2027, two other major developments will be
nearing completion nearby that will bring plenty of demand for housing, retail,
and services. The new 127,000-square-foot home of the University of Maryland
School of Social Work is scheduled to open in late 2027 at Lexington and Greene
streets. And the Maryland Department of Health is moving its headquarters

to the former site of the Social Security Administration at Metro West. That 1.1

million-square-foot facility is located just across the road on Saratoga Street.

Shaina Hernandez, president and CEO of Baltimore Public Markets, which
operates five public markets in the city including nearby Lexington Market,

offers straightforward advice to UMB: Engage with the community first.

“One of the things Baltimoreans are really concerned about is their communities

continuing to be of and for the people of that community,” Hernandez says.

Lexington Market, the nation’s oldest continuously operating public market,
experienced major changes itself three years ago: a new building, a new
layout, and a very different mix of vendors. By keeping community interests
close to heart, Hernandez says her team continues to make Lexington Market

a beloved Baltimore institution.

“Lexington Market had a massive weekend recently,” she says. “We had a

Black girls’ flea market in the Baltimore room, which was very cool, and



lots of traffic from the Orioles game. So, yeah, it was a great weekend rolling
into a good week. I was just over there. It’s hopping. The weather’s nice.

Music is on. People are gathering.”

Hernandez expects close collaboration with UMB to keep that momentum going.
“There are some things that we can all work on together around Lexington
Market that would be mutually beneficial,” she says. “As UMB is thinking through
all of its redevelopment, I'm sure Lexington Market is an important part of its

strategy. And, obviously, the work UMB is doing is an important part of ours.”

Developer Wexford Science & Technology will partner with GMH Communities
and Graffito SP to deliver the West Lexington project. GMH Communities

is a vertically integrated real estate company that brings deep expertise in
developing residential communities in urban university districts. Graffito

SP focuses on retail and first-floor activation in mixed-use projects and

has extensive experience working with and around urban universities.

Wexford, GMH, and Graffito have successfully partnered on transformational
university-related projects nationally with stakeholders such as the University
of Pennsylvania, Drexel University, Brown University, and the University

of California, Davis.

The ultimate goal is summed up by James Hughes, UMB’s Chief Enterprise and
Economic Development Officer, who has spearheaded many new developments
on and near campus: “Create the type of environment where everybody

says, ‘Wow, that’s a great university. I want to go to school there. [ want to

work there. And it’s one of the best places in Baltimore to live.” ”

The University of Maryland, Baltimore (UMB) is Maryland’s only public
health, law, and human services university. Six professional schools and

the interdisciplinary School of Graduate Studies confer the majority of



health care, human services, and law professional degrees in Maryland

each year. To learn more about UMB, visit umaryland.edu.



