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Steel company to open $50M facility at
Tradepoint Atlantic

Gov. Wes Moore with officials from the manufacturers and Tradepoint Atlantic.
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Story Highlights

JD Fields HDM Spiralweld Mill plans a $50 million facility at Tradepoint

Atlantic.

The new steel fabrication center will create 150 jobs by 2027.

Maryland is offering a $1 million loan and tax credits for the project.

A Texas steel company is planning to open its first East Coast outpost at

Tradepoint Atlantic, adding more manufacturing capacity to the massive

development once home to Bethlehem Steel.

JD Fields HDM Spiralweld Mill LLC expects to open a $50 million fabrication

center by early 2027 and plans to bring 150 jobs to the facility, Gov. Wes

Moore's office announced Tuesday evening. The Houston-headquartered

company is a partnership created in 2022 by Texas manufacturer JD Fields &

Co. and Turkish firm HDM Steel Pipe.

The 200,000-square-foot center will convert steel plates and coils into

structural steel to be used for infrastructure projects throughout the United

States. It will be located on Tradepoint's Sparrows Point peninsula, which juts

off the Southwest corner of the 3,300-acre logistics and manufacturing hub.

“JD Fields HDM Spiralweld Mill has nearly four decades of experience in steel

distribution, fabrication and manufacturing, and we are excited to expand our

operations to the East Coast,” said Joel Showalter, JD Fields & Co. vice president

and chief financial officer, in a statement.
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The facility will be mostly financed with capital investment from JD Fields

HDM Spiralweld, and the Maryland Department of Commerce plans to approve

a $1 million conditional loan through the state's Advantage Maryland incentive

plan. The manufacturer will also be eligible for up to $750,000 in state job

creation tax credits. Baltimore County is chipping in a $100,000 conditional

loan toward some facility expenses, state officials said Tuesday.

Though a far cry from the 30,000-strong workforce once working the mills at

Sparrows Point, company and state officials cited the planned facility's

proximity to the Port of Baltimore as a factor in potentially expanding the local

steel industry's reach once again.

“This investment by JD Fields HDM Spiralweld Mill in a new facility at

Tradepoint Atlantic is proof of concept that highlights the unique strategic

connectivity we provide manufacturers to locate operations adjacent to their

supply chains, driving efficiency and resiliency in their production and

operations,” said Tradepoint Atlantic Managing Director Kerry Doyle. “We

are thrilled that they chose Maryland for their strategic expansion to the

East Coast, and we are equally excited to welcome the steel industry back to

Sparrows Point.”

The Tradepoint facility will be the international partnership's second in the

U.S., following a plant it opened in Houston in 2022. The creation of steel jobs

adds to building capacity at the site where the last mill went quiet in 2012 amid

the decline of the American steel industry. Under Tradepoint Atlantic's

redevelopment of the site, offshore wind developer US Wind invested $150

million in a fabrication facility called Sparrows Point Steel to support its

projects. Its massive wind farm off the coast of Ocean City is now in the

crosshairs of the Trump administration's efforts to dismantle the offshore

wind industry.
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JD Fields HDM Spiralweld is the second metals manufacturer to join Tradepoint

in recent months. Samuel, Son & Co. Inc. opened a 130,000-square-foot facility

at the development in August, Tradepoint officials announced this month.

Tenants from other industries have been moving in as well. Earlier this

summer, logistics and transportation firm RPM Group, a major partner of

Starbucks, signed for 108,000 square feet for a new local headquarters at

Tradepoint that is expected to add 60 jobs. Two-and-a-half weeks later, British

luxury automaker McLaren announced it would open its first U.S. processing

facility at Tradepoint, with plans to bring more than 20 jobs to the 50,000-

square-foot location by 2026.

Tradepoint officials also earlier this year announced plans for a $100 million,

500,000-square-foot logistics facility in Howard County that will break ground

early in 2026.
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