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Boston startup 3Daughters moves headquarters to
Baltimore
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A Boston-area company developing a more comfortable form of birth control is

moving its headquarters to Baltimore.

3Daughters plans to use the flagship 4MLK building at the University of

Maryland BioPark as its home base to develop a new form of an intrauterine

device, or IUD. The company is moving its headquarters from Mansfield, a

small city outside Boston.
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A Boston-area medical device company chose 4MLK in Baltimore as its new headquarters.
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The opportunity to work with Baltimore’s universities to develop new

technology and develop a hub for women’s health inside 4MLK drew CEO Mary

Beth Cicero to the city.

“We want to be in a building that encourages innovation and a community that

encourages innovation,” Cicero said in an interview with the Baltimore

Business Journal, a sister publication to the Boston Business Journal.

The headquarters will not immediately result in staff moving to Baltimore.

3Daughters is an almost entirely remote company, so 4MLK will be more of a

home base for meetings rather than a traditional office where people go to work

every day. The company did not disclose the square footage of its Baltimore

presence. The lack of a large physical office is not uncommon for startups since

many burgeoning firms look to minimize overhead costs such as real estate.

The move is partially connected to 3Daughters' $4.7 million seed round last

year. BioPark developer Wexford Science & Technology participated in the

round, giving Cicero insight into the company’s real estate developments. At

4MLK, 3Daughters will be part of Wexford's Connect Labs startup program,

which aims to lure early-stage firms with a combination of pre-built lab space,

support services and office space.

“As an early investor, I’ve watched 3Daughters advance a bold and long-

overdue vision for women’s health with empathy, an unwavering focus, and

scientific excellence,” Thomas Osha, Wexford’s executive vice president and

president of its SciTech Venture Fund, said in a press release. “At Wexford, we

built the Connect Labs platform to empower exactly this kind of company: one

that combines breakthrough science with a clear mission to improve lives and

I’m thrilled to see them join Connect Labs — a community built to fuel exactly

this kind of transformative innovation.”

3Daughters' work focuses on developing a more comfortable version of an IUD,

a device inserted into the uterus that prevents pregnancy. The device

3Daughters is working on uses three small pill-shaped magnets instead of the

3Daughters CEO Mary Beth Cicero believes 4MLK could become a hub for women's health care
companies.
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stiff T-shaped IUD. The magnets release copper, a common spermicide, and

stick together in the uterus to remain in place. The device is more flexible than

traditional IUDs and is intended to be easier to insert and remove. The

3Daughters device is removed through a magnet device instead of a string and

is inserted without requiring doctors to grab the cervix with a pair of forceps.

The firm is currently going through the U.S. Food and Drug Administration

approval process and plans to start clinical trials later this year.

One of the main draws for 3Daughters at 4MLK is across the street. The

University of Maryland, Baltimore has a large research center for women’s

health that generated over $10 million in grants in 2024. Cicero envisions a

collaboration where UMB faculty help create new uses for the 3Daughters

device beyond birth control. The base technology could be used to distribute

other medications in the uterus, such as drugs that combat cancer, for example.

3Daughters already has experience commercializing university intellectual

property. Its product is based on a horse IUD developed by a professor at the

University of Massachusetts, Amherst. UMB’s research and Baltimore’s

affordability compared to other life sciences centers could attract other

women’s health companies to Baltimore, Cicero said.

“(Imagine) being able to be in a building where someone down the hall is

looking at vaginitis (inflammation of the vagina) and another company is

looking at uterine fibroids (noncancerous growths in the uterus),” Cicero said.

There is a large market for a better IUD. Around 10% of all women between15–

49 use long-acting reversible contraception, such as IUDs or contraceptive

implants, according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Venture

capital awards to women's health care companies hit a new high last year

women's health startups receiving $2.6 billion in funding last year, compared to

$1.7 billion in 2023, according to Silicon Valley Bank.

3Daughters product uses magnets to replace the IUD.
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Largest Medical Device Firms in Massachusetts
Company's total 2023 revenue

Rank Prior Rank Firm/Prior rank (*unranked in 2023)/

1 1 Thermo Fisher Scientific Inc.

2 2 Fresenius Medical Care

3 3 Boston Scientific Corp.
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