
From: UM Presidential Search Committee - To: J. B. Ricciuti - Date: April 13, 2015 at 1:53 PMFrom: UM Presidential Search Committee - To: J. B. Ricciuti - Date: April 13, 2015 at 1:53 PM
Subject: UM Names Harvard Dean Dr. Julio Frenk As Its Sixth PresidentSubject: UM Names Harvard Dean Dr. Julio Frenk As Its Sixth President

If you have problems reading this, visit http://www.miami.edu/communications/messages/2014-2015/um_psc_4_13_15.html.

University of Miami Names Harvard Dean
Dr. Julio Frenk as Its Sixth President
Former Health Minister of Mexico to Succeed Donna E. Shalala

CORAL GABLES, Fla. (April 13, 2015) – The University of Miami announced that Dr. Julio Frenk,
current Dean of Faculty at the Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health and Mexico’s former
Minister of Health, will be the University’s next president. Dr. Frenk will succeed Donna E. Shalala,
who has led the University of Miami since 2001 and served under President Bill Clinton as the longest-
serving U.S. Secretary of Health and Human Services.

“Today, the University of Miami selected a world-
renowned scholar and leader as its next president,” said
Stuart A. Miller, Chair of the UM Board and Chief
Executive Officer of The Lennar Corporation. “Dr. Frenk
has been called ‘a visionary, an insightful analyst, an
institutional innovator, and a pragmatic problem solver’
and, speaking for the entire board, we could not agree
more. The entire University of Miami community looks
forward to welcoming him, his wife, Harvard health
economist Dr. Felicia Knaul, and his children to Miami as
we jointly embark on the next great chapter at the
University.”

“President Frenk is an eminent authority on global health
and is admired worldwide for his scholarship and
leadership, both within and outside academia. He is
proven to be an agent for change as attested by his
many accomplishments. He is exceptionally and
uniquely suited to build upon the successes that the
University has achieved during President Shalala’s
tenure,” said Presidential Search Committee Chair
Richard Fain, who is also Vice Chair of the UM Board
and Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of Royal
Caribbean Cruises. 

During his six-year tenure as the Harvard School of
Public Health’s Dean of Faculty, Frenk quadrupled fundraising for the school from $26 million in 2010
to $103 million in 2014 and steered a transformative $350 million naming gift for the Harvard School of
Public Health – the largest single gift in Harvard’s 378-year history.

“I feel honored and humbled by the extraordinary opportunity to lead this great university in one of the
most important cities in the world. I have been greatly impressed by the strategic vision that has driven
President Donna Shalala and the upward momentum she has created during her outstanding
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presidency,” said Frenk.

As Dean, Frenk reconceptualized the mission of the school; managed an annual budget of $335
million from an initial deficit to near balance; diversified a large portfolio of approximately $230 million
of annual sponsored research; launched a comprehensive educational reform effort; actively
participated in the early adoption of Massive Open Online Courses (MOOCs) and development of
"flipped classrooms;" increased the admissions yield while maintaining a selective admissions rate
thereby increasing tuition income; and participated in the planning, design, and implementation of a
university-wide capital campaign launched in the fall of 2013.

As Mexico’s Minister of Health from 2000 to 2006, Frenk pursued an ambitious agenda to reform the
nation’s health system and introduced comprehensive universal health insurance known as Seguro
Popular, which expanded access to health care for tens of millions of uninsured Mexicans.

“Julio Frenk is a gifted and dedicated leader. His capacity to build consensus and strengthen
institutions were evident during his service as Minister of Health of Mexico. I am certain that he will
further transform the University of Miami as a leading educational force for the Americas and for the
world,” said former President of Mexico Vicente Fox.

Frenk said, “I greatly appreciate the value of Miami’s privileged geographic location as the gateway
connecting Latin America and the Caribbean with the United States. While I pride myself on being a
global citizen, Latin America is my region of origin, and I welcome the opportunity to continue building
lasting academic bridges across our Hemisphere.”

Frenk is excited to lead the University of Miami, a research university with more than 15,000 students
from around the world and a vibrant and diverse academic community focused on teaching and
learning, the discovery of new knowledge, and service to the South Florida region and beyond. UM is
comprised of 11 schools and colleges serving undergraduate and graduate students in more than 180
majors and programs. In 2014, for the sixth year in a row, U.S. News & World Report ranked UM
among the top 50 universities in the country in its “Best Colleges” listings. U.S. News also cites several
of its programs in “America’s Best Graduate Schools.” Established in 1925 during the region’s famous
real estate boom, UM is engaged in more than $330 million in research and sponsored program
expenditures a year.

Frenk also joins the University as it begins to wrap up its latest capital campaign Momentum2: The
Breakthrough Campaign for the University of Miami, with already more than $1.6 billion raised ahead
of schedule.

He was previously the founding director general of the National Institute of Public Health in Mexico and
founding director of the Center for Public Health Research, where he led an eight-year process to
establish a new academic institution, create new educational programs, secure budgetary allocations,
recruit faculty and staff, and build a state-of-the art campus in Cuernavaca, Mexico. During his
academic career, Frenk has also held various honorary, visiting and adjunct professorships, as well as
research positions.

His administrative roles have included positions at the World Health Organization (WHO) in Geneva,
Switzerland as the executive director of Evidence and Information for Policy, and at the Carso Health
Institute in Mexico City as its president. As a Senior Fellow in the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation’s
global health program, Frenk helped secure $105 million of initial funding for the University of
Washington’s Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation, subsequently becoming its founding board
chair.

Frenk’s scholarly works include more than 140 articles in academic journals and many book chapters
and books, including two best-selling novels for young adults, explaining the functions of the human
body. Frenk has been recognized by his peers in academia, receiving numerous notable awards and
scholarly distinctions, including an honorary degree from the Universite de Geneve, Geneva,
Switzerland, as well as the Clinton Global Citizen Award for changing the way practitioners and policy
makers across the world think about health. He is currently a member of the U.S. Institute of Medicine,
the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, and the National Academy of Medicine of Mexico.

“It’s clear from their choice that the University of Miami’s trustees share Julio’s own qualities of wisdom
and foresight, and that they have discovered in him the remarkable leadership capacity and vision with
which he has graced Harvard these past six years,” said Harvard University President Drew Gilpin
Faust.

Frenk, who is the son of German and Spanish immigrants to Mexico, is the first Hispanic president of
the University of Miami and comes to Miami by way of Mexico, Michigan and then Boston. He earned



his medical degree from the National Autonomous University of Mexico, as well as a Master of Public
Health, a Master of Arts in Sociology, and a joint Ph.D. in Medical Care Organization and Sociology
from the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor.

"I have known Dr. Frenk for more than two decades,” said President Shalala. “He is an extraordinary,
highly respected leader in global public health. I warmly welcome him and his family to the university
and our community.

“The University of Miami is a very special place, and I hope to build on the many accomplishments of
my esteemed predecessor. I am fully committed to our common purpose to transform lives through
education, research, and service,” said Frenk.

Frenk is married to Canadian-born Felicia Knaul, Ph.D., an associate professor at Harvard Medical
School and the director of Harvard Global Equity Initiative. A global advocate for cancer control, she
will also join the University family in the Fall as a member of the faculty. She chairs the Lancet
Commission on Global Access to Pain Control and Palliative Care and currently leads a major project
for the Harvard School of Public Health on breast cancer education and awareness in China.  

After she was diagnosed with breast cancer in 2007, Dr. Knaul founded the Mexican non-profit
organization, Cáncer de Mama: Tómatelo a Pecho, a program that undertakes and promotes
research, advocacy, awareness, and early detection initiatives for breast cancer in Latin America.
Knaul has held senior government posts in Mexico and Colombia and has worked for bilateral and
multilateral agencies including WHO, the World Bank, and UNICEF.

“Julio Frenk is the ideal choice as the next president of the University of Miami. A proven leader in
public service and in higher education, Dr. Frenk has the global vision, know-how, and personal
qualities to propel the University to ever higher levels of achievement. UM is truly fortunate to have Dr.
Frenk and his accomplished spouse, Dr. Felicia Knaul, join their community,” said Harvey V. Fineberg,
M.D., Ph.D., President of the Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation, and a 2014 honorary degree
recipient from UM.

The board’s unanimous decision made at this morning’s special meeting concludes a six-month global
search conducted by a presidential search committee appointed by UM Board Chair Stuart Miller.

Miller said, “I want to thank Richard for his singular leadership as well as all the members of the
presidential search committee. Their dedicated service resulted in a rich and vibrant process and the
selection of a world-class leader who will partner with us to elevate the University to not simply the
next level, but rather, to the next several levels in our quest for excellence.” 

Representing the faculty in the search process was the Consultative Committee comprised of
academic deans and members of the Faculty Senate. Miller thanked them, saying, “I am grateful to
our dedicated faculty for their invaluable counsel and support.”

The Consultative Committee was chaired by Dr. Tomás Salerno, who is also the Chair of the UM
Faculty Senate, as well as Chief of Cardiothoracic Surgery, Professor of Surgery, and Vice Chairman
of Faculty Development and Mentoring in UM’s Miller School of Medicine DeWitt Daughtry Family
Department of Surgery.

“We were very pleased with the search process and are looking forward to working with such a
distinctive leader such as Dr. Frenk on what promises to be a historical moment in the University’s
timeline,” said Salerno.

Nominations were solicited from the University’s family and friends, including faculty, staff, students,
alumni, parents, supporters, health care partners, community and business leaders, and civic leaders.
The search committee held over 50 outreach forums with the leaders of these various groups to gain
insight into the qualities and characteristics they needed to seek in the next university president, as
well as opportunities and challenges facing the future.

The search committee worked with search consultant Dr. Ilene H. Nagel of Russell Reynolds
Associates to conduct a successful search process. Nagel has been the search consultant retained for
searches at MIT, Stanford, Johns Hopkins, Northwestern, the University of Pennsylvania, the
University of Michigan, and now the University of Miami.

Dr. Frenk will begin his UM Presidency on September 1, and Executive Vice President and Provost
Thomas J. LeBlanc will serve as Interim President. To learn more about President Frenk, visit
www.miami.edu.
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The University of Miami’s mission is to educate and nurture students, to create knowledge, and to
provide service to our community and beyond. Committed to excellence and proud of our diversity of
our University family, we strive to develop future leaders of our nation and the world.
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